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Such was the second great national achievement of
Jefferson's life. The next year he sent two young men,
Meriwether Lewis and Captain William Clark, to
explore the new territory, but the story of that famous
expedition is reserved for a separate chapter. Jefferson
served two terms as President, retiring into private life
on March 4, 1809. But though he was no longer the
ruler of his country, such was the esteem in which he was
held by his fellow men that he still exerted a great
influence behind the scenes; and Madison and Monroe.,
the Presidents who succeeded him, invariably sought his
advice on great questions of state.

Jefferson was now getting old, but age seemed to have
no effect upon his faculties. He was already a famous
architect, and in his late seventies he drew the plans and
superintended the building of the University of Vir-
ginia at Charlottesville, which is to-day a visible memo-
rial to his genius, and the most beautiful of all American
universities. The University, which was opened in 1825,
was the great man's last important work. The following
year Thomas Jefferson died, passing away, appropriately
enough, upon July 4, 1826, the fiftieth anniversary of
his famous Declaration of Independence, by which he
will ever be remembered so long as the United States
endures.